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Eleventh and Twelfth Editions, Fall 2025 and Winter 2025-2026 

The journal of the Camp Orr Alumni Association and Friends of Camp Orr, remembering and preserving the 
legacy of scouting summers in the Buffalo River Valley. 

Greetings, alumni and friends, from the winter-bound beauty of the Ozarks as we publish this combined 
Eleventh and Twelfth Edition (Fall 2025, Winter 2026-2026) of Bluff Lines.   

 Our membership requirements are 1) treasured memories of scouting summers in the Buffalo River Valley, 
and 2) a desire to preserve and share them. Please send in your own memories, even if it’s a snippet or 
snapshot; we’ll contact you and see if we can work it into an article. Forward this to your old Camp Orr 
buddies, and/or forward us their email address.  Check in frequently and add informally to our Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/CampOrrAlumniAssociation. 

In this Edition:  

1. Old Pics...What are your Memories? 
2. Alumni Association Fall 2025 Reunion 
3. Twin Falls: A Profit Center?  
4. Camp Orr Alumni Association Funds Bufalo Trail Pavilion 
5. Shooting Sports are Back!  
6. Time Machine: Going back to a1963, 63 Years Ago... 
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The goal is to publish a Bluff Lines edition quarterly: Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter. 
Conflicting tasks in the fall, and with no second-string quarterback/assistant patrol leader to take over for your  
loyal editor/publisher, left the fall issue unproduced and reverts here to catching up by combining the Fall 2025 
and Winter 2026 editions into this issue, trying to make it doubly engaging. I got some great material from the 
Alumni Reunion in October, and from alumni Tom (“Anvil”) McKinney (Fayetteville Troop 102, Post 200; 
Camper ’64,’66, 67-69, Staff ’70, 78-79) and Jason Winget, Troop 72, Homer, Louisiana (Camper, 1992), 
shared in this double issue. Read on!  

OLD PICS – WHAT ARE YOUR 
MEMORIES? 

From Jason Winget’s summer 1992: 

This is the ford at the upriver edge of 
camp, a required crossing on the way to 
Signal pine or Hemmed-in-Hollow, just 
beyond what is now the council fire ring. 
Note right behind the tree in the middle is 
low, hand-made stone dam across the river. 
This created a deeper “hole” upriver as the 
canoe/rowing venue. What years was that 
dam used? Surely it had to be rebuilt each 
summer, did you help rebuild it? 
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Note at the west end of the 
assembly field beyond the 
flagpole where the Gaga ball 
pits are now located, a net. 
Badminton? Volleyball? 
Something else? When was 
that net there? Who played 
whom when?  Did you ever 
play there? When and why 
did it leave? 

And the rowboat…what’s 
with the rowboat!?? 

 

Old Frisco on the end of the 
assembly field opposite the 
flag poles – it now sits a 
couple hundred feet south and 
uphill of there near the Order 
of the Arrow Hogan.  When 
did Old Frisco show up? 
When, why and how was it 
moved?  And there’s one 
flagpole (right behind the 
bell); three now…when, why 
and how did that change? 
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Osage campground, 
which coming from 
the main camp 
area, is on the 
right/south, 100 
yards just past the 
Camp Director’s 
cabin.  This was 
amidst deep woods 
for the first thirty- 
five years of camp 
– but a 1992 
forestry plan for 
Camp Orr recites 
the camp area had 
just been timbered, 
leaving the 
relatively thin 
forest seen here. 

 

The original Camp 
waterfront, on the 
gravel/sand bar 
opposite the huge, 
iconic, tilted, square 
rock below Gar Hole 
Bluff.  For the recent 
few summers, at 
least, the swimming 
part of the 
waterfront has been 
the next hole 
upriver.  Wonder 
how many times that 
has changed, as the 
river has changed its 
holes, depths and 
banks!?  
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Same old weather rock, 
same location today 
(2026).  It requires very 
little maintenance, fine 
tuning or adjustment to 
remain 100% accurate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was labelled, 
“Environmental Studies Merit 
Badge Area, Kyles Landing 
Ford.” Currently no teaching 
areas are across the river from 
the main camp area. 
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This sign no longer 
exists. Do you know 
where it was and 
what the small print 
said? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALUMI ASSOCIATION FALL 2025 REUNION 

If you weren’t there, we’re sorry you missed the third, annual Camp Orr Alumni reunion this past October 
2025! Lotsa pictures on the Facebook page.  We had attendees from Western Oklahoma, Texarkana, and 
Little Rock, as well as from within the old Westark council. While we could have wished for more 
attendance, we couldn’t have had a better time.  
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For service to the Camp, under Ranger Billy 
Williams’ supervision we completed two campsite 
picnic tables….  

 
 
 

 
….and replaced about half of the posts supporting the 
Scout Law signs on the long entry drive through the 
riverside meadows (Herb Haile and Rick Hammerle hard 
at work) …, 
 

 
 
 
 
…along with refurbishing all the individual Scout Law signs themselves – “before, during and after” 
pictured below:  
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Bryan West showed up with his truly museum quality display of scout uniforms and patches, and we 
finished our outdoor work by Saturday early afternoon, just in time to bring everyone into the dining Hall 
during a toad-strangler rainstorm Saturday afternoon.  
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We were joined at 
lunch by about half 
of the professional 
Council staff from 
Little Rock, as well 
as the Council’s own 
volunteer post-camp 
inspection team, and 
by the Council’s 
Camping Executive 
(Haley Hunt) who 
was hosting an 
applicant for next 
summer’s Camp 
Director position, 
which she introduced 
to us. Apparently, 
the camp and we 
impressed him: Mark 
Gormly, who has 
long and deep 
scouting and camp 
management 
experience in other 

states has hired on to be Camp Director, 2026! 
 
As with prior reunions, National Park Service representative and Orr Alumni Fenn Wimberly (right, standing, 

above) gave us an update and rundown on Buffalo National River goings-on; that’s always relevant, Camp Orr 
being the only Scout camp in the nation within a National Park, and bound by mutual easements about how we 
respect each other’s missions. 
 
 

Throughout the afternoon, we had the Razorback vs. Texas A. & M. football game on the big screen in the 
dining hall (yes, of course, the Hogs lost, again, by a hair) and relaxed conversations. With the rain still pouring, 
we had dinner (Evan Graham’s home smoked chickens and pork loin – yum!)and then moved our campfire into 
one of the Dining Hall fire places, and kicked things off dividing into two teams for a close match of quiz bowl 
on Orr history (test yourself: Exactly when did the Living History Program end? When was the first year of 
campers? Who have been the last four Camp Directors?) Then, a requirement that each attendee share at last 
one camp memory, turned into a 3-hour flood of memories – interesting, fun, hilarious (confining staff member 
to their tent by wrapping it with Saran Wrap? Fight Night in the Dungeon? The staff carrying a full-sized water 
heater to Signal Pine so the next Troop up would have to bring it down to claim Signal Pine supremacy?!). We 
kicked off a fund drive for a new teaching pavilion at the Camp (see below article) and headed home Sunday 
morning. Thanks much to Camp Ranger Billy Williams for his support and Karen Harris and the kitchen crew 
for keeping us well-fed!  
 

 

S
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TWIN FALLS: A PROFIT CENTER?  

Camp Orr’s Twin 
Falls has now 
become, and is 
sometimes called, 
“Triple Falls”. Once 
a “best kept secret” 
of Camp Orr Scouts, 
many of whom take 
the short half mile 
trek to be wowed by 
its beauty and ice 
cold water on hot 
summer days, and in 
Camp’s earliest days 
use it as the primary 
“shower” facility, 
the Falls, despite the 
arduous road in and 
out, have become 
one of Newton 
county’s most 
visited tourist sites. 
Although visitors 
occasionally cause 
parking issues at 
Camp’s entrance or wander into Camp Orr, the Council and Camp have consistently allowed these sightseers, 
whose numbers now reach thousands annually, to visit and enjoy the Falls.   A concept pending for many years, 
the Council in December finally put signage and a contribution box at the trailhead parking area, hoping the 
tourists will express their appreciation for our sharing the Falls with donations. The poster was created by Molly 
Harper, a Texas Life Scout/ Camp Orr alumni, who attended Camp Orr (and Twin Falls) with a provisional 
troop last summer, 2025.  Keep your fingers crossed!  

CAMP ORR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION FUNDS BUFFALO TRAIL PAVILION 

A now defunct Troop (110) sponsored by a now defunct church in Fort Smith, last year donated its remaining 
checking account of $1,000 to Camp Orr.   Camp Orr badly needs a pavilion for its Buffalo Trail program 
(getting new scouts from Tenderfoot through First Class), heretofore held under altogether inadequate stretched 
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tarps to protect from sun and rain. The Council committed the $1,000 contribution to the Alumni Association to 
see if we could fund the pavilion, at a total cost of $5,400. Starting with our alumni at the reunion, followed by 
solicitations on our Facebook page, within weeks, we raised the full amount, plus a bit - Thank you  
Alumni!! This shelter will contribute significantly to putting young scouts on the trail to Eagle. We are meeting 
with the National Park Service this month to get their approval (required by our easements for any new 
construction) so we can hopefully have it place for Camp Orr 2026. Thanks for your support!  
 

SHOOTING SPORTS ARE BACK!  Do you remember archery, riflery, and shot gunning at Camp Orr? 
Staffing the shooting sports program, now called Range and Target Activities, is more of a challenge than you 
would imagine. Not only does the senior staff program manager for that have to attend the weeklong National 
Camping School, before  but various training and credentials, offered at separate and limited times and places 
throughout the year by the NRA, must be currently earned by the staff, such that a person otherwise of an age 
and interest to staff in the shooting sports can’t simply sign  up in March and be qualified.  That has resulted in 
Camp Orr not having the shooting sports programs the last two summers. Anticipating and solving that 
problem, Council staff has the shooting sports staff already filled for 2026 and it ill be fully operational!  

 

TIME MACHINE: GOING BACK TO 1963, 63 YEARS AGO… 

Thanks to Tom (Anvil) McKinney, we have the Council Newsletter dated May 27, 1963, which was mailed to 
his mother, a volunteer scouter in 1963, taking us on a time travel to 63 years ago.  All eight pages follow at the 
end of this edition, but here are some highlights: 

• Camp Orr was announced “full” for its 1963, 4 weeks of camp with 13 of its 14 campsites full every 
week, that’s 52 troops!  For some reason, Shawnee was not available that summer. Camp Orr presently 
has 20 troop campsites and after the pandemic is working its way back to filling those again for all four 
weeks. 

• All of the Troops were from Westark Council. If you are a really old-timer, that would be as you expect.  
Presently, only five to ten percent of troops attending Camp Orr are from what is now the Natural State 
Council, formerly Westark, but the Camp is booked for about 30 additional weekends per year for 
Westark Area scout activities: Order of the Arrow events, District camporees, troop campouts, weekend 
on ropes (would you believe 400-500 attendees)? Alumni reunions, workdays, youth and adult training, 
and more, so by the time summer camp rolls around, our council scouts have seen much of Camp Orr 
and seek variety for their summer camp experience – and out-of-council scouts, numbering close to a 
thousand each summer, are eager to appreciate what Camp Orr offers. 

• “Final payment of $8.00 is due”; that completed the $15.50 per camper fee for the week at Camp Orr!  – 
presently, that costs $350 to $450 per camper, depending on how early or late you register, almost 25 
times what it cost then!  

• Mount Magazine District registered every single one of their troops for Camp Orr. Remarkable!  That 
District no longer exists, having been folded into the Ft. Smith-based Butterfield Trail District. 

• A complete, new, scout uniform cost $10.75 - a plain neckerchief now costs more than that! 
• Over 8,000 people attended the Council Scout Exposition! 
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• The entire Camp Staff for summer 1963 is listed, a real piece of archival information!  – you old timers, 
who do you recognize? 

The 8 pages of the 1963 Council Bulletin follow: Two pages of Council information, a separate page for what 
then were the four Districts: Northwest, Butterfield Trail, Magazine Mountain and Ozark (Northwest became 
Cornerstone and Razorback, Magazine Mountain merged with Butterfield, and only Ozark remains Ozark), the 
address page, and the special page listing  the coming summer’s Camp Orr Staff!  

 

 

Please remember, the Camp Orr Alumni Association will grow and thrive based solely on your input of stories, 
pictures, and additional contacts.  Please submit ideas, stories, pictures and comments to Maribeth Harris 
jersey_burn@hotmail.com. 

Until the next newsletter, yours in Scouting! 

 

Camp Orr Alumni Committee: 

Jack Butt, chair  jbutt@dbtcfirm.com 

Maribeth Harris jersey_burn@hotmail.com 

Bryan West dominosnorth@hotmail.com 

Billy Williams, ex officio, Camp Ranger 

Mike Boness ex officio, Camp Director emeritus 
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